A Message from
the Rector of
St. Michael &

All Angels
Episcopal
Church

August 2008

Dear Parish Family:

I will be out of the parish until
September 15. My travel plans are
to visit the Diocese of Central
Tanganyika, Tanzania and to lecture
at the Msalato Theological College
for three weeks. 1 look forward to
preaching at several local African
churches, as well.  The service |
perform to the wider Anglican
Communion and the donation of my
time to support the theological edu-
cation in Tanzania helps to
strengthen relationships between the
diocese of Atlanta and Central Tan-

ganyika. Visit their website at
Diocese of Central Tangany-
ika. (www.anglican.or.tz/

central_tanganyika.htm)

Father John Sewak Ray, rector of
Christ the King Episcopal Church will
provide pastoral cover during my
absence. His cell phone is 770-309-
8589. Father Dwight Ogier and Rev-
erend Cora Saunders will cover the
Sunday Services. We have an ex-
citing fall season planned for St. Mi-
chael. | look forward to participating
in all the activities and spiritual edu-
cation when | return.

Grace & Peace,

Submitted by Sue Geltng, Vestry Member and ICS bias
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$% & Seniors Ministry
# submitted by Charles Gardner
# E #$ %##
. Seniors Ministry programs and luncheons will
,‘19 resume on Wednesday, September 17. Matt
CE %# Spalding, the Elvis impersonator, will present
the program. He is a fine entertainer, and we
# ; ) all greatly enjoyed his program last year.
CBE #S % Elvis‘ music has been popular with every generation
since 1954 so younger people are welcome to at-
& (* tend. There is no charge for the program. The meal costs
ZE ’i$ o6 s $6.00 and meal reservations should be made with Charles
° or Faye Gardner by Monday, September 15th.
+ il
8 $. Phone 770-491-0413
E #5 % or e-mail fayegardner@bellsouth.net
$
- (# %=, # Other seniors programs scheduled :
, HE #$ %## October 15 Jerry and Bobby Foster (The Foster Brothers)
November 19 The I.C.S. Dance Class
e December 17 The Georgia Classic Club
$,E #$ %##
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GHURGH OF THE CUVEREP PIQH by Thom Tapp
/ 60 WE'RE AGREED.., WE UN-FREEZE SPENDING
R : ! JUST LONG ENOUGH T0 FIX THE PLUMBING..
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Nicholas House’s H2H Program
Submitted by Archdeacon John Titus

August 2008—I wanted to follow up on last
month’s article on Nicholas House with informa-
tion about their Homeless to Home (H2H) pro-
gram. It is another example of achieving results.

H2H is a housing first effort that strives to get
families out of a shelter and into their own apart-
ments with the same support services they would
have in the NH transitional shelter. Families pay
30% of their income toward rent and NH provides
a time-limited rent subsidy for the remainder.
Meanwhile, intensive case management helps the
family work toward self-sufficiency. NH’s winter
newsletter reports that 32 families representing
more than 124 family members have participated
and 85% of those leaving the program continue to
live in their own apartment paying 100% of their
own rent.

Earlier this year the program expanded from 20
families per year to 50 families per year thanks to
funding from the City of Atlanta for rental assis-
tance. By moving eligible families into the H2H
program NH provides a better stepping stone to
their own permanent housing and also open beds
in transitional shelters that can take in more fami-

lies from emergency shelters or from the streets in
need of greater support.

As we give thanks for this new and effective minis-
try of Nicholas House, consider the following facts
provided by the Metro Task Force for the Home-
less:

The fastest growing group of homeless
people is children under 9 years of age.

Current welfare benefits (Temporary Assis-
tance to Needy Families or TANF) are
$282 a month for a woman with 2 chil-
dren. Could you find an apartment for
$282 per month, much less feed and
clothe two children?

Minimum wage in Georgia is currently
$6.55 per hour which yields $13,624 per
year, or $1135 per month.

The average 2 bedroom apartment in At-
lanta rents for $834 per month, or 73%
of monthly minimum wage income be-
fore taxes.

Kind of puts things in perspective, doesn't it?

“Looking from the outside in, the problems of honeslsness often seem insurmountable.
Yet at Nicholas House we've spent the last 25 ygam/ing differently with established
methods that emphasize principles of self-sufficdgrand personal responsibility, while
keeping families together.” Nicholas House Staff

Submitted by Lisa King, President of the DOK Marg®&Iira Chapter
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We will resume ECW meetings on the Second Sunday of
each month in HH after the 10:30 service. Lunch wi Il be
served. September 14th will be our first meeting.

Come join us for catered lunch and a program to en-

> < HR0$ HS> L %% hance our spiritual growth.
$# ' L #H# #)HT
'S $%. L, For more information call Bonny Collins 404-294-008 8
) f%)# " ehs Or Gwen Seeliger 770-934-1793.
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Dear Coordinators and Pastors,

+ 0112
( For the last five years we have been privileged to pur-
(o# % chase food from the Atlanta Food Bank for $ .14 a
0 pound, And we still have that advantage. However
5 fewer and fewer people are donating goods to the At-
<7 0(+ lanta Food Bank and they are lacking food, such as,
8 % vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, pasta and
., + sauces,for us to purchase. These are staples we al-
$" + ( ways give from our pantry.
( 75# So | am asking that the church families remember the
cooperative when they go shopping and add a couple
<?. + of cans of veggies, or a jar of peanut butter and jelly
8 % to the cart, then bring to your churches to help stock
+ ( our pantry. If we can receive just a couple of cans
$" +( from each family WOW, what a difference it would
make for the community of Stone Mountain. God
( 07# < Bless you all.
<?.  + In His Service,
8% + Angela Callahan
8% ** +(+ .
o s :*E$ 0116
( 02# . . /
<?. + #$ (
8% + ( 6 7"$"$'// ", ) #C
8$ % ** (+ 1" ,% ,%"' ""C
$n(+(( $|'$I $I 6 H( M#* *%#
"%%) , $ % - /;. 7
. , . 8 S % ., %, ., . .
- H# /6 # <0/# %' *H#"%7,..7 . G
I F 7 0116
G& HGS$ | 70#11
71,$ I THILFA,: *10#1
3 #
8 %%/ * 8 I %7 # # 4% 8* $ * #
$ - L&' R;
B. %
3 * 0112
4 . *0/h #) 4% #7 H . #% .
*$ " S L, %) 7, , # # #$. # $ 4



0112 6
! J 0% HUY% S HS #S , # 4 ( # 8 -%/23 -$*
?T % . E #$ %## 23 ?2/ % 23 >% 23
M $1 23 $/.)23 # -
23 % % 23 - 23
7&9/2@B3MS$/1 23 $"
# #7 2 3 %%7 23 -% % ./
8 % - $ : 23 L H#HT 23 %% 23
) H#HS $ - : 2(3 % .;.% 23 8 #
%% ,$". ., % ., $,% 2(3 =% M 2(3 :" # -)
% "$ $WrT * ' 23 ./ ) 2(3 % & 2(3
8%) %/2(3 /*'$ 2(3
' S 8 % <%%
2-$* 3 #% % 2 >.3 Help God (and diocese) reduce energy
7&9/2 >. % 'R .3 _
/ 21 * % /3 % ' 21-3 Consumptlon
>/ %% ' 25" )3 % &9/
21 % /38% % 2 ".$*R .3
7 " 28 3 %' W 1#0# "$$ " # 47;#
2 % 'R .3 #7 % '24 3 < % ".$* 1 , $8"
.8 % 8 #72-% 73 R:'$2183 7 *%% . # %
45 ) S%r T, $# #
# - S<% 8 $ Y# * 18U '+
S ):7 # ,*% 1S . "7 $ 'S Y. #HS) %. '/
7 3", /-%% S |/ $.S . D
$.S: $. ' . 4$ 7, # 18 % 7', %
11" %%S > # . >%% S , # S # TS, % #
R8% %%S .R ?2 %%7S |/ #e # 1) % ##
1"%%S <. >$ S /% 7 %" % .# T TN% )
_ - H#S . > "%%) $%. ' %
©$ 8%<%% S [4H#T A .'$ . . b9 B> %% S
, . M'S #7/ R 8 %7 S J 8% $ % 7 %7 )% " ,
Y#IS ) M S : . #$ ) 0 *p# S Y H# # /
. H#7 .$ , %/S8%)R8 %I/S gy L 4% 7))
<% SM %% $ %", ) " $
%% > % . % "$ '$
@ 0# 'U #'' #%
% # 8%WR <%% |$# .7 8 0#
I M $ ' .r0# 7%% ) .
D) S HS H% *# '/
# ) %. ##
4 . 8" %/ $ #.) 18:U
# ' * 8 "%%' * H(
! $ #10,
4 ) >$* L %%, $#' S
#o,% .$ * . #'
<% ( 0 0112 . $ . %1,/
71# 1 % $%*" 0 " . *%
# #

N % E .* '#
(




71

0112

Education for Ministry , affection-
ately known as EfM, is a program of
theological education-at-a-distance
of the School of Theology of the
University of the South. Students
sign up one year at a time for this
four-year program. It covers the ba-
sics of a theological education in the
Old and New Testaments, church
history, liturgy, and theology. Stu-
dents meet regularly, usually once a
week, in seminars under the guid-
ance of a trained mentor. The pro-
gram grants a certificate at the com-
pletion of the four years and 18
Continuing Education Units for each
year’s work.

Every baptized person is called to
ministry. The EfM program provides
people with the education to carry
out that ministry. During the Service
of Confirmation we ask God to
“Renew in these your servants the
covenant you made with them at
Baptism. Send them forth in the
power of the Spirit to perform the
service you set before them.” EfM
offers an opportunity to discover
how to respond to the call to Chris-
tian service.

EfM began with a vision of enrolling
a few hundred students. With a few
years it developed into a program
reaching several thousand students
with groups around the globe.

In addition to EfM groups throughout
the USA, EfM can be found in Ger-
many, Great Britian, New Zealand,
Australia, Canada, the Bahamas,

Hong Kong, Italy and Switzerland.
Over 70,000 persons have partici-
pated in the program and in the
United States more than 22,000
have completed the full four years.
The 2006 USA enrollment reached
more than 8,000.

Lay persons face the difficult and
often subtle task of interpreting the
richness of the church’s faith in a
complex and confusing world. They
need a theological education which
supports their faith and also teaches
them to express that faith in day-to-
day events. As the emphasis on lay
ministry has grown, EfM has come
to play an important role by provid-
ing a program that develops an in-
formed and knowledgeable laity.

The EfM program does not evaluate
or recommend individuals for ordi-
nation. Many people think that one
must be ordained to be “a minister”.
The fact is that all baptized Chris-
tians are called to be active partici-
pants in the church’s total ministry.
The TOTAL MINISTRY is nothing
less than the exercise of the
church’s vocation to continue the
ministry of Jesus. He reconciled the
world to God. We are called to in-
carnate that reconciliation in our
own time and in our own place
through worship, service to others,
and by proclamation of God’s Word
to all people.

The EfM program is preparation for
the ministry to which we all are
called. Itis that vocation for which

we pray at the end of eucharist:
“And now, Father, send us out to do
the work you have given us to do, to
love and serve you as faithful wit-
nesses of Christ our Lord.”

The seminar group is the nucleus of
EfM. A group consists of 6 to 12
participants and a trained mentor
who meet over the course of a nine-
month academic year. These meet-
ings are usually from 2 to 3 hours in
length.

Through study, prayer and reflec-
tion , EfM groups move toward a
new understanding of the fullness of
God’s kingdom—Christian tradition
and collective experience of the
group’s members. Participants are
given weekly assignments to study
with the help of resource guides.
Students are responsible for setting
their own learning goals. Through
discussion and guided reflection, the
seminars furnish an opportunity to
deepen understanding. The goal is
to learn to think theologically. By
examining their own beliefts and
their relationship to our culture and
the tradition of our Christian faith,
participants can learn what it means
to be effective minister in the world.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT JOINING THE EFM
GROUP AT ST. MICHAEL CON-
TACT FATHER PAUL ELLIOTT AT
770-469-8551 X4#. THE GROUP
MEETS WEEKLY ON MONDAY
EVENINGS AT 7:00 PM IN THE
YOUTH & ACTIVITIES BUILDING.



0112

77

<: + /< < $&
/>8 B/

/$

" 4/$< BI& 1$>

Submitted by Adellia Bovell-Benjamin

Your exceptional generosity to ERD in 2007 helped to
change the lives of close to 2.5 million people in more
than 40 countries . This is a new milestone in ERD’s his-
tory!

In 2007, ERD worked with more than 60 partners from the
worldwide Church, ecumenical groups and other local or-
ganizations throughout Africa, Asia, Latin America, the
Caribbean and the United States, responding to needs
around the world.

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2007

ERD worked in 21 countries to reduce hunger and en-
sure a sufficient long-term food supply.

In Haiti, ERD partnered with the Diocese of
Haiti to develop school canteens that provide
daily lunches for more than 2,000 school chil-
dren. The canteens purchase all their foods
from local farmers - providing a stable source
of income for residents and improving the re-
gion’s economy.

Along the border between Thailand and
Myanmar, 150,000 Burmese refugees live in
overcrowded camps. ERD partnered with the
Thailand- Burma Border Consortium to pro-
vide supplemental and therapeutic feeding to
close to 10,000 young children and people
with conditions such as HIV/AIDS and tuber-
culosis.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, ERD
worked with the Diocese of Boga on an agri-
culture program that created a steady food
supply for 2,000 people. ERD provided tools;
seeds and training to help community mem-
bers learn to raise new types of crops and use
sustainable farming methods.

ERD worked with partners in 31 countries
to promote health and fight preventable
diseases.

O Belize has the highest HIV/AIDS rate in Central Amer-
ica. ERD partnered with the Diocese of Belize to intro-
duce an HIV-prevention curriculum into the Anglican
school system, which educates 5,000 students across the
country. Data from the first year show that 63% of stu-
dents demonstrated an above-average understanding of
how to avoid HIV/AIDS.

O Bangladesh has the highest malnutrition and maternal
mortality in the world. ERD worked with the Church of
Bangladesh to support the Thanabarid Clinic and its sub-
center in Dhorti. The clinics serve 100,000 people in 18
villages who have no other access to health care. Eight-
een health workers - one for each village were trained to
provide prenatal care, teach basic nutrition and educate
residents on disease prevention and proper sanitation
practices. ERD a managing partner for NetsforLife ®, a
program to prevent malaria in 15 African countries.
483,117 long-lasting insecticide-treated nets were distrib-
uted and 914,550 people were reached through malaria-
awareness activities.

ERD worked in 21 countries to_create opportunities
for individuals to earn money, support their famili
and help their communities achieve economic stabil-

iy,

es

0 ERD worked with a local partner, CREDHO in El Sal-
vador to train women to make homemade shampoos, po-
mades and creams from locally grown plants. Women
learned about plant cultivation, basic business skills, prod-
uct development and marketing techniques.

0 Inthe Philippines, ERD partnered with two dioceses to
build cement drying pavements, purchase threshers and
construct warehouses. These improvements enabled
farmers to wait for the best prices, thus increasing house-
hold incomes by 20%.

ERD worked with The Jofeh Rehabilitation Center in Jor-
dan to train students in craft —-making skills (carpet weav-
ing, sewing, tailoring and paper making). These disabled
young people gained marketable skills that will help them
earn a living.

Further Reading: http://www.er-d.org/
userfiles/2007 AnnualSummary.pdf

o Ehiscopai
Relief & Development

Healing a hurting world
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