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Submitted by Bonny Collins
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Submitted by Charles Gardner

The April 15 Seniors Ministry
program will feature magi-
cian, Tommy Johns.
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“You say ‘meek,” but your records say passive-aggressive.”
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Submitted by Rick Gelting, Treasurer
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Submitted by Mary Bonin
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The Vestry adopted a covenant as a guide to model behavior
and relationships with one another and with the congregation.
It follows a covenant first used in 1993 at the Church of St.
Thomas in the Fields in the Diocese of Pittsburgh.

St. Michael's vestry acknowledged St. Paul's advice to
Timothy (1Thimothy 4:12) regarding his role and work to
lead the congregation and the need “to be and example
to the believers in speech, life, love, faith and purity.”

To love one another by:

Create and nurture within the vestry a safe and trusting
atmosphere in which all members can feel comfortable
and confident in expressing their thoughts and opinions.
Be sensitive to the different styles and personalities of
individual vestry members.

Seek to validate, appreciate, acknowledge and under-
stand the unique and special gifts of each vestry mem-
ber.

Treating each vestry member with respect by:

Speaking and acting in such a way as to build up and
support one another.

Confront issues without demeaning anyone.

Refuse to listen to backbiting or gossip about any other
church leader, church member or any other person.
Insist that people who have accusations to be made
against a church leader do so in the presence of that
individual.

Recognize that certain discussions are of a confidential
nature, thus maintain good, wise judgment in respecting
that confidentiality.

Confront with love those individuals who have hurt me in
any way.

Following St. Matthew’s principle (Matt. 18:15-17) for
conflict resolution between individuals: Speak first to
the individual alone; if to no avail, bring another to the
discussion and then, if necessary, finally refer the matter
to the church at large.

Practicing forgiveness for those | feel have wronged me.
Speak to encourage those vestry members who are suf-
fering through trials of any kind.

Nurture a servant attitude in that the vestry’s role is that
of serving both God and his Church.

To seek God’s will by striving for unity in all mat ters

through:

Join with the entire vestry in submitting significant mat-
ters to prayer, especially prior to voting or decision mak-
ing.

Uphold the final decision of the vestry even when | may
disagree.

Always seek to better understand others.

Submit to one another in love.

Refrain from all discussions and conversations that are
unwholesome and form a divisive course.

Consciously seek to abandon personal agendas and
self-serving attitudes.

To be a wholesome example to the congregation by
striving to:

Faithfully attend Sabbath worship.

Consistently engage in study in Scriptures.

Live out the Christian life through regular, sacrificial giv-
ing.

Support the Church through active attendance and par-
ticipation.

Be faithful to the mission and ministry of St. Michael &
All Angels Episcopal Church.

In summary, we will, in the words of St. Paul to the Co-
lossians (Col. 3:12-14) as God's chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, seek to clothe ourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility and patience.

We will bear with
one another and
forgive  whatever
grievances we may
have against one
another. We will
seek to forgive as
the Lord forgave
us. And over these
virtues we will put
love, which binds
them all together in
perfect unity.
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We Need Your Help to End Domestic Violence

Submitted by Rev.

Several weeks ago, we all became spectators to the
domestic violence between Chris Brown and Rihanna.
Our national media covered the incident between these
two musical, mega stars, in lurid detail. Since that mo-
ment, there have been many conversations on whether
so much coverage was fair to the parties involved,
whether this was a private matter, who was at fault, who
or how the altercation began, whether charges would
filed, and who would testify against whom. The specula-
tion goes on and on, with daily stories about this relation-
ship.

Every time | read or hear about domestic violence, |
am sad. My sadness revolves around the fact that we
have not yet learned how serious domestic violence is
and that no matter what is happening in a relationship, it
is not acceptable for any reason to engage violence as a
reaction, response, or final solution to relationship issues.

I am sad because for every famous person that is fea-
tured in the news because she or he is a media star,
there are hundreds and thousand more, whose only me-
dia attention will be an obituary buried on the back pages
of the newspaper announcing their death. | am sad that
as a community we are unable to have a real conversa-
tion about domestic violence, which includes deep heart-
felt conversation of what we can do in our homes,
streets, neighborhoods, and cities about this epidemic.

Cora Saunders

But most of all, | am saddened that domestic violence
is still a one sided conversation, with women talking to
other women. We have yet to hear from our male counter
parts on how they might engage this issue. What are the
brothers, fathers, grandfathers, uncles, nephews, cous-
ins, boyfriends, and significant others, of the women like
Rihanna doing to end the violence in the lives of their
loved ones?

I know that men speak with other men. And if we really
want to see an end to, or at the very least, a reduction in
domestic violence, then it is important that the men in our
lives begin to talk about this issue and make this a prior-
ity. So |l ask all the men | know, please talk to the other
men in your lives about domestic violence. The life you
save may be your daughters or granddaughters.

For more information about domestic violence go to
the following web sites.

www.endabuse.org/resources/facts/
www.ovw.usdoj.gov/domviolence.htm
www.gcadv.org/html/help/abused.html
www.clarkprosecutor.org/html/domviol/facts.htm
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Healing a hurting world
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Submitted by Sue Gelting
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! Robbie Hodges, nephew of
Vibeke Booterbaugh; Mike Veazey; Ed White; Vaughn
Grant, son of Elaine Primus; Penny Krebs, friend of
Terri & Dozier Griffith; Suzanne McCauley, grand-
daughter of Woodrow & Thelma McGhie; Sandra
Stocks, daughter of Carter Stocks; Faye & Charles
Gardner; Jim Moyer; Buck & Betsy Cole, brother & sis-
ter in law of Cary Happe; Monnie Daughtrey; Earl Hunt;
Charmain Coke, aunt of Hyacinth Edwards; Virgie
Harns, mother of Kathryn Harris; Henry Roark, the baby
of a friend of Vibeke Booterbaugh; Esther Brunner,
mother of Meghan Birdseye; Chijioke Njoku, son of
Godwin Njoku; Naomi Kaplan and Kathy Marder, family
friends of Mary Ann & Ed Fair; Brad Lamkie, nephew of
Bonny Collins; Bev & Paul Miller; Mary Howell: Toni &
Arthur Johnson; Louise and Archimore Fredericks and
their family; Peter & Phoebe Clay, Pat Mielke.
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