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Hatching a Better Profit 

In a tiny village in northern India, Rup-
chard and his wife Rhada struggled for years 
to make an income from the land.  They man-
aged to piece together an existence from fish-
ing, raising pigs and growing vegetables.  
Through a joint micro-finance initiative be-
tween ERD and the Church of North India, the 
couple received chicks and chickens, allowing 
them to begin a small poultry business.  Now it 
is possible for them to recover the cost of the 
feed, multiply their stock and sell older chick-
ens for profit; thanks to a small investment 
from ERD. 

 
A Boat of Her Own 

Elena is a food vendor in a community 
in Peru, where the only mode of transportation 
is by boat. The expense of renting or owning a 
boat to sell her food limited both her business 
growth and mobility.  Through a micro-finance 
program supported by ERD, the Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund and the Anglican Diocese 
of Peru, Elena and her neighbors formed a 
community bank.  She was then able to obtain 
a small loan without traditional collateral to buy 
her own boat.  She is thankful to ERD for 

showing her how to improve her income and 
strengthen her family. 

 
Healing People and Providing Opportuni-
ties for Growth 

    Johanna, a Honduran woman was suffering 
from HIV-related illnesses and had just given 
birth.  She was weak and could not see nor 
walk.  Desperate for medical care, Johanna 
was given life-saving anti-retroviral drugs at 
Siempre Unidos  (Always Together), a pro-
gram, run jointly by ERD, the Diocese of Hon-
duras  and Siempre Unidos.  Within a few 
weeks, she could see and walk again. After 
she recovered, she was ready to find work to 
support her new baby boy. However, 
Johanna’s medical conditions made it chal-
lenging for her to maintain employment.  One 
of the main goals of ERD HIV/AIDS programs 
in Honduras is to provide flexible employment 
opportunities that enable people living with 
HIV/AIDS to provide for themselves and their 
families. 
 
    Johanna was hired at an industrial sewing 
shop managed by Siempre Unidos.  She goes 
to work each day, always has a joke to share 
with her fellow workers, and is thriving in the 
Siempre Unidos community.  

GENEROSITY BRIEFS FROM ERD  
Submitted by Adelia C. Bovell-Benjamin, ERD Representative 
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Presiding Bishop Katharin Jefferts Schori and John Titus, Celebrant at the Friday evening Eucharist at the 103rd 
Annual Council. 
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Submitted by Nan Ross 

In attendance, representing St. Michael & All Angels Epis-
copal Church were Bernie Waller, Mark Boggs as delegates 
along with Dawn Charles, Delegate (not pictured) and John 
Titus. 
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    Your vestry met on November 17th, 2009, and 
would like to share the following information. 
 
    Joyce Thompson, Treasurer, presented a pro-
posed budget for 2010 for vestry’s review and dis-
cussion.  The vestry will continue to meet and re-
view the proposed budget prior to the Annual 
Meeting scheduled for December 13, 2009. 
 
    Mark Boggs reported on the Stewardship Cam-
paign to date.   
 
    Bernie Waller reminded vestry that contributions 
up to $30,000 each year and designated to the 
music fund, are eligible for matching funds from 
the Laura Martens Account.  He stated the impor-
tance of informing parishioners that a percentage 
of a pledge given to the music fund, will automati-
cally double the amount when matching funds are 
received. 
 

    Fr. Paul reported on his recent visit to the Dio-
cese of LA., where the candidates 
for the 17th Bishop met with members of the Dio-
cese.  The election will be held on December 5, 
2009, and Fr. Paul asked vestry to be pray for all 
the candidates,  
their families and respective parishes during the 
remaining weeks of the discernment  
process. 
 
    The 2009 Annual Council Delegates Bernie 
Waller, Mark Boggs & Dawn Charles reported on 
their experiences at Annual Council held on No-
vember 6-7 at St. Philips Cathedral.  They all 
agreed it was a very positive experience.  
 
    Vestry noted that there will be three new vestry 
elections and one vacancy to be filled at the An-
nual Meeting.  Nomination Forms are located on 
the table in the Narthex. �
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Submitted by Bonny Collins 
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���� Father Paul Elliott hosted the Second Annual Thanksgiving 
Feast at St. Michael & All Angels.  After the 11:00 am Holy 
Eucharist, a small, but festive group of family and friends joined 
together to with turkey and the fixin’s.�

Some of those in attendance were (left) Lyndsey, 
Marley & Patrick Gunn; (top) Natalie and Joyce 
Thompson; (center) Phoebe Clay with her famous 
trifle; (bottom) Ricardo Pinnock and Thelma 
McGhie. 
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